INTRODUCTION TO THE PRESENT DAY
Rasmussen, we have the long line of Thule Expeditions',
which either originated or received support from Knud
Rasmussen's colony Thule, in North West Greenland.
The most important of these were certainly the first and
second to North Greenland, and the fifth great expedi-
tion, the object of which was the study of the various
Eskimo races between Greenland and the Pacific, with
particular reference to their interrelationship, origins
and the course of their migrations. Here may also be
mentioned the great expedition north of Greenland, the
"Jubilee Expedition3 which was led by Lauge Koch in
1921-3? and was so named because it marked the bi-
centenary of Hans Egede's landing in that country.
These later enterprises have in common the fact that
they embodied all previous experience. The Eskimo
sledge technique was used, and an important thing was
that men were now learning to live off the country. By
using animal life as food for men and dogs it was pos-
sible to reach more distant objectives than those attained
by the earlier expeditions.
But in the early igso's, when the crushing burden of
the World War was lifted from men's shoulders, the
great wave of modernism rolled forward over the civilised
countries. And just as it meant an alteration in the struc-
ture of our own society, so also it had a decisive and far-
reaching influence on Arctic exploration. This new
structure is the subject of the following chapters.
In attempting to review briefly the methods which in
the course of time have been used in Arctic exploration,
we shall find it easiest to recall the names of the men men-
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